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he choice for this month's cover story was a cinch: With Return to Me, 

‘actress Bonnie Hunt joins the actor/director ranks of Kevin Costner, Robert 

Redford, Mel Gibson and Cint Eastwood. For this romantic comedy, starring 

David Duchovny and Minnie Driver, Bonnie actualy pulled triple duty 36 

actress, cowriter, and, forthe first time in her career, director, The Second 
‘Cy alumnus, who has been ἃ popular choice on late-night TV talk shows for years, has had 
‘some unforgettable roles — from the toothpick dropping waitress in Rain Man, to Tom 
Hanks’ loving wife in The Green Mie, On the day | spoke with her, she had spent much of the 
morning pruning her garden, She had the same wilingness to get-her hands dirty on Return 
to Me, and the result is ὃ magical tale of love and tragedy that has Bonnie's comedic stamp 
‘allover it, See “Queen of Hearts,” page 26, 

‘Speaking of talented women, the gorgeous and glamorous Julia Roberts just became the 
first woman in Hollywood to hit the §20 millon mark with her portrayal of logol secretary 
Erin Brockovich in the movie of the same name, Acclaimed director Steven Soderbergh (sex, 
lies end videotape, Out of Sight and The Limey) was behind the camera for that film and, in 
"Southern Direction” (page 81), he speaks with Neil Morton about Julia's performance, the 
‘eakife story that inspired this tale of courage, and someone very special who inspired him 
δ ὁ filmmaker. 

‘mn "Planet Greenwood” {page 18), actor Bruce Graenwood, probably best know for a cous 
Ble of juicy roles in Atorn Egoyan films — Exotica and The Sweet Hereafter — talks about how 
he got from Canada to Lotus Land. The 43-year-old ἰ just ow breaking it big in Holywood: 
He hos roles in two movies out this month — the miltary drama Rules of Engagement and δὲ 
drama of 8 much diferent kind called Here On Earth — and plays John F. Kennedy in the 
Upcoming 13 Days (co-starring Costner), which is slated for a fall release 

Another transplanted Canadian finding fame in fim is New York-based director Mary 
Harron, daughter of broadcaster/comedian Don Herron (aka Cherie Farquharson). But the 
type of comedy rampant in her new fm, American Paycho (based on Bret Easton Elis infa- 
‘mous book}, is © very dark brand of black comedy that couldn’ be ferther from the lght- 
hearted type her father offers. In "Mary Mary Quite Contrary" (page 24), Mark Magee talks 
to Harron about why she wes attracted to this unpleasant subject: matter: 

On a lighter note, DreamWorks has 8 new animated feature, The Road to ΕἸ Dorado, iis 
loosely based on Spanish legend, but was also inspired by the Bing Crosby/Bob Hope road 
pictures of the 1940s, ἐν “Dream Work” (page 18), former Calgarian Don Paul — one of 
three directors on this massive undertaking — talks about the movie and the stars with 
Which he worked, including Kevin Kline and Elton John. 

‘And finaly, we put the spouight on 27-year-old up-and-comer James Franco in “No Freak” 
(page 25). You may recognize Franco's sweet but slof visage from the criticalyacclaimed 
‘TV show Freaks and Geeks, but in Whatever it Tekes he has his frst starring role on firm 3 
Chris, the coo! guy on campus. Gur Ὁ & A session wil tell you how he went from McDonald's 
drivethrough attendant to the big screen in just two years. 


— Marni Weisz 
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1 (March 17) 

Jal Roberts, Albert Finney 

Skaven Soderbargh (Out of Sight) 

Based on ἃ true story 

Roberts (who made 520 πνὶ for this fir), pla 
Erin Brockovich, a dvorcad mother of thre 


works 85 δ legal secretary δὲ a small subur 
LA. law firm where she discovers, and inv 
involving. contarn: 


(gates, an 
nated water in a nearby desert town, Se 
Soderbergh interview, page 21 


(March 17) 
Devon Sawa, Kristen Cloke 
James Wong (debut) 

" Alex (Sawa), ἃ 17-year-old 
highschooler, has 8 vision that the Paris 
bound plane he and his six buddies are about 
to take offi wil explode in mid-air, 80 he con: 
vinces them ta disembark, The plane doer 
blow up on takeoff, and it looks like they can 
thank their lucky stars. But Ale’s buddies 
start to drop tke fies anyway, and he could be 
next if he doesn't figure out what's going on 


(March 24) 
‘James Franco, Jodi Lyn OKeefe, 
Marla Sokoloff, Shane West 

David Raynr (Trippin) 


yen (West), ἃ bright but 
socially inept. teen, joins forces wih 
(Franco), ἃ popular jock, to try and figure out 
hhow to hook up with their dream girls, OKeete 
(She's ΑἹ That} nd Sokolott (The Practice), See 
Famous Focus" on James Franco, page 25; 


Ni (Moreh 24) 
Jet Li, Aalyah Haughton, Delroy 
Lindo, OMX 
‘Andrze) Barthowiok 
This 


but) 
10.08 ely based on Shake Romeo 
‘and Juliet. centers on AfricarwAmerican and 
‘Asian gangs in Oakland, and how two paople 
from opposite sides, Li (Lethal Weapon 4) and 
Haughton (i9 her debut}, fall in love and try to 
bring an end to the neighbourhood turf wars 


(March 31) 
Annette OTosle, Bruce Green: 
Sobieski, Chris Kien 

‘Mark Piznarski (debut) 

Α teenaged git (Sobieski) 

who lives in ὃ small Massachust 
dying, and her new boyfriend (Klein), her if: 
lang chum (Josh Hartnett) and her parent 
(Greenwood, OTaole} have τὸ face up to th 
ct that she won't be with them much longe 
See Bruce Greenwood interview, page 18, 


wood, Le 


(March 31) 
Kenneth Branagh, Kevin Kine 
Eric “Bito” Bergeron, Oon 
Paul, Wil Finn 
of two 15th 


This animat 
the lighthearted adventun 


famous 8 δρεὴ 2000 


century Spanish can men, Tullo (Kline) and 
Miguel (Branagh), who get their paws on a 
map to the New Worlds El Dorado, the lost 
Gi of Gold, See Don Paul interview. page 18. 


culls (March 31) 
Joshua Jackson, Paul Walker 
Rob Cohen (HB0% The Rat 


Pack) 

Canada's Joshua Jackson 
(Qawson's Creet) plays Luke McNamara, an 
ΜῊ Leaguer invited to join an élite society 
known 88 The Skulls, which could help him get 
into @ prominent law school, But when his 
Journalist roommate commits suicide amidst 
strange circumstances, McNamara and The 
Skulls start. going skull to skull. FYI: Rumour 
has i that Yale University has ἃ secret “Skul 
and Bones Society’ 


(March 31) 

John Cusack, Joan Cusack, Lisa 
Bonet 

‘Stephen Freors (The Griters) 

Thirtysomething Rab 

atcentered record 


Gordon (Cusack) is 5 


store manager going through an early mihi 

Guided by conversations with his staff 

‘about their lves ancl how the music thoy listen 

to shapes them, he tres to figure aut his 
ace in the adult world, Bruce Springt 


‘appears in a cameo, 

hite (April) 

Robert. Downey, Jt 
Oh “Power” Grant 

James Toback (Two Guys and 


Brooke 


ἃ δὴ 


The movie centres on the 
fascination white, privlaged teens have with 
hipshop culture, and much of the action was 
‘aclbbed, Power plays Rich Bower, a criminal 
tured hip-hop impresario, while Shields is a 
documentary filmmaker whose subjects are 
the urban white kids who emulate Bower 
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Rules of Engagement: (apei 7) 
Whos In ie? Tommy Lee Janes, Samuel . 
dlackson, Bruce Greenwood 

Who Directed? Wiliam Friedkin (The ors) 
What's i: About? A decorated war hero, Col 
Terry Childers (Jackson), is put on trial for 
ordering his boye to fire on innocent cians 
δὲ 8 US, embassy in the Middle East, The 
man defending him is exMarine Col. Heyes 
Hodges (Jones), vino owes his Ife to Childers 
after being rescued by him in Vietnam, But 
now even he has doubts sbout his former 
hero, The screenplay is by Vietnam vet James 
Webb, who once cleared ἃ Marine convicted 
of war crimes in Vietnem. 


Return to Me (Ape 7) 

Who's In Ie? David Duchovny, Minnie Driver 
Who Directed? Bonnie Hunt (debut) 

What's It About? In this romantic drama, 
Bob Rueland (Duchovny), 8 lonely widower, 
‘and Grace Briggs (Oriver} start to get close, 
‘but things got touchy when Bob finds aut that 
his wife's heart. now belongs to Grace, δ 
donor recipient, See Bonnie Hunt interview, 
page 26. 


28 Days (Apri 14) 
Who's in ie? Sanda Bulock, Stave Buscemi 
Who Directed? Betty Thomas (Prvate Parts) 
Wat's fe About? Gwen Cummings (Buick) 
ὁ topnotch newspaper columnist — and ie 
othe-party — gets busted for drinking and 
ihving, and i assigned to a rehab center for 
28 days, With the help of ἃ counselor 
(Guscern) ond fellow rehab-ers, Cummings 
realzes that maybe ks ume to, wal, learn to 
walk the straight ine, 


Ready to Rumble (apni 14) 
Who's In Ie? David Arquette, Scott Caan, 
Olver Pitt, Rose McGowan 

Who Directed? Brian Robbins (Versty Bes) 
What's Ie About? Two hardeore wnesting 
fans (Arquet2, Caon) travel to WOW head: 
quarters in Atlanta, where they do everthing 
in thee power to convince the powers-thatbe 
to sahage the career of their fevounte 
wwrestir (Pat), who has just lost his belt and 
been hammerocked from the league. 


Dennis Quaid in Frequency 


American Psycho (Apri 14) 

Who's In le? Gvstion Bole, Reese Witherspoon 
Who Directed? Mary Herron {] Shot Andy 
Warhot 

What's It About? Bale plays young urban yup- 
pie slash serial kiler Patrick Bateman, ἃ char 
‘acter crested by Bret Easton Elis in his highly 
controversial 18811 book of the sama name, 
Tha movie was filmed in Toronto, much to the 
chogrin of the Mahaffy and French farnies — 
Poul Bernardo wos 8 huge fan ofthe book, Soe 
Mary Herron interview, page 24, 


Where the Money Is (apr 14) 
Who's In ik? Poul Newman, Linda Florentino 
Who Directed? Marek Kerievska (Less Than 
Zoro) 

What's te Abou? An offbeat caper about ἃ 
beauuful nurse, Carol (Fiorentino), trom a 
sumall town who finds out that one of her nurs 
ing patients (Newman) is a rencwn bank rob- 
bor who faked a stroke to got out of the joint. 
Instead of tuning hi in, she decides to help 
hmm map out one last heist 


Keeping the Faith (pei 14) 
Who's Ine? Edward Norton, Jenna Etiman, 
Ben Stil 

Who Directed? Edward Norton (debut) 
What's It Abou? A love tangle ensues 
when ifelang best buds Rabbi Jacob Schram 
(Stiller) and Father Brian Finn (Norton) both 
become al googhyeyed for their chidhood 
friend, Anna Ply (Efmen), ὁ beautiful corpo- 
rate executive who has re-entered ther ves, 
Wil they square-off in a Fight: Cub? 


1571 (apni 21) 

Who's In Ik? Matthew McConaughey, Jon 
Bon Jovi, Harvey Keitel 

Who Directed? Jonathan Mastow (Breakciann) 
What's It About? A small team af submarine 
captains (led by McConaughey) are sent 
‘aboard a disabled Nazi Utboat in the Atlantic 
to nab an encryption device that could be the 
turning point for the Alles. But here come the 


Germans... and not even Jon Bon Jovi 
vocals can drive ther away. 


Centre Stage (Apri 21) 

Who's tn Ν᾽ Peter Gallagher, Susan May Pratt 
Who Directad? Nicholas Hyener (The Crucise) 
What's le About? A group of teens ere tying 
to gain entry into a prestigious professional 
dance company run by Galagher, and the com 
pettion is flerce, meaning poms wil be docked 
for Foctoose maves ar Dirty Dancing, 


Gossip (Apri 88) 
Whois In e? Joshua Jackson, Katie Hudson 
Who Direceed? Davis Guogenhaim (debut) 
What's Ie About? Joshua Jackson (Osusans 
Greek) costars inthis drama about 8 group of 
collage students who start 9 rumour 96 5 
school project. But things get out of control 
after ὃ young man is falsely accused of rape 
‘nd the ‘Vt ils hersal. Speaking of gos 
sip, Director Guggenheim is married to sutry 
Eisabeth Shue, Pass i on 


Home is Where the Heart is (art 28) 
Who's In Ie? Natalie Portman, Ashley Judd 
Who Diractod? Mott Wiliams (debut) 
What's It About? A very pregnant and broke 
wen runway (Portman) wants to get from 
Tennessee to California, but ends up ling in δὲ 
WalMart: in smalttown Oklahoma — where her 
beau abandoned her holtway through their pik 
‘grmage. During fing, WalMart had to take 
down pictures of Queen Amidala, whom 
ortmnan played in The Phantorn Menace, 


Frequency (Apri 26) 

Who's In ie? Dennis Quad, Jim Cavieza 
‘Who Bicectes? Gregory Hob (Prima Fer) 
What's It About? Whots tha Frequency 
Kenneth? Fort, When homicide detective 
{Caverel) gots a ham radio message from ἃ 
fnaghte (Quaid) chrng rook sunspe, he 
reo tis deor (and dead) old man, who bt 
the dustin a 1989 fre, The bwa work to change 
the coursa οἱ history which saes dear old mom 
in danger of oning dad in heaven, 


The Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas 
(Apri 28) 

Who's Ine? Mark Addy, Kristen Johnston, 
Stephen Baldwin 

Who Directad? Brian Levene (Beethoven) 
What's le About? This prequel to 1994's lve 
action origina takes us back to the origins of 
the Finestone clan, where Freddy, the boy 
from the wrong side of the track, is courting 
young heiress Wim, 


All release dates subject to change. 
‘Some movies play only in limited markets 


check www.famousplayers.com for showtimes 
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NOW APPEARING IN... 


We put the spotlight on 
three stars with juicy new roles 


Person: MCCONAUGHEY, MATTHEW Dé 


Alias: 


MATTHEW MCCONAUGHEY 


‘Now appearing in... 6577, in which he 
plays Lt. Andrew Tyler, 8 World War ἢ sub 
captain who leads his crew onto a German U- 
boat to scoff a top-secret encryption device. 
Costars include Bill Paxton, Harvey Keitel 
‘and Jon Bon Jovi 

Bio bits: Born November 4, 1969, in 
LUvlade, Texas, he was raised in Longview — 
deep in Texas Lake Country — where he 
attended Longview High Schoo! (and played 
football. His dad, Jim, who passed away in 
‘1992, was in the οἱ business, but also had 
8. brief stint in the NFL with the Green Bay 
Packers; his mom, Kay, was 8 substitute 
teacher. # McConaughey was 8 psych/phi- 


ἢ 
i 


lesophy major at the University of Texos ot 
‘Austin and hoped to go on to law — unbl he 
decided to study fim there. + In 1852, whie 
stl in school, he was discovered by director 
Fichard Linklater and offered 8 part as an 
aging slacker in Dazed and Confused, 
Breakthrough role: Ployed lawyer Joke 
Brigance in 1996 A Te to Kal with Kean 
Spacey, Samuel L Jackson and Ashley Jus 
‘An unknown at the tme, he soon found him- 
self on the cover of Vaney Far and, overnight 
‘coud no longer walk the streets in peace. 
In the news for: Being arrested ast October 
in Austin, Texas, aker cops 
were called to his house ate 
δὲ right and found him play- 
ing the bongo drums in the 
rude (ὁ buddy wes there 
cheering him on). When 
they entered, they found 
rmarjuena sterns and seeds, 
and ἃ pipe. McConaughey 
appeared confrontational 
50 wos cuffed and locked up 
for nine hours. in Travis 
County Jail before scraping 
together $1,000 for bond. 
He was later changed with 
resisting arrest, but intial 
rug possession charges 
were dropped. 
Sample roles: Played Ed 
Pokumy in Ed TV (1988) 
Wilks in The Newton Boys 
(1998); Roger in Amistad {1997}. Palmer in 
Contact (1897): Jake in A Time to Kil 
(1986); Abe Lincoln (πο, not thet Abe 
incon] in Boys on the Sie (1995); Viner in 
The Return of The Texas Chaingaw Massacre 
4 (1994); and Weooderson in Dazed and 
Confused (1983) 
Love life: Has dated Patricia Arquette and 
Ashley Judd (they hooked up during A Time 
το Kil. and also been linked wth Sendra 
Bullock (28 Days} 
‘What he tikes: Stoges, women, Texans, chew: 
ing tobacco, got landscaping, bongo drums 
On his time in Travis County Jail Ἵ dont 
went to rent 8 place there, but wos 8 rice 
stay fora night." — E! Online, October 1998 
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ROSE MCGOWAN 
Now appearing in... Ready to Rumble, 85 
Sasha, one of the Nitro Girls. The comedy 
stars Dovid Arquette and Scott Caan as δ 
couple of wrestling fons desperate to save 
their hero (played by 
Oliver Platt) from 
obscurity after he 
loses a big match, 
Bio bits: Born 
September 5, 1875, 
in Florence, δὴ 
where she wa 
raised on 8 commune 
for the Children of 
God cult — the same 
cult to which the 
Phoenix family includ: 
ing River and Joaquin) 
belonged. When she 
was 10 years old 
McGowan moved to 
the States with Mom, a writer, and Oad, an 
artist. + Rose's Goth/mod styla during her 
junior high larmed her mother so 
much that she checked young Rose into 
‘drug rehab program even though she wasn't 
insists to this day — doing drugs, 
4 She ran away from home when she was 14 
‘and led on the streets for 8 while, before 
being discovered by director Greg Araki and 
ccast in her breakthrough role as Amy Bive in 
‘Arakis Doom Generation (1895). (She did 
have ἃ small part in Encino Man three years. 
before.) Now lves just outside L.A, 
In the news for: Her relationship with Goth 
rocker Marilyn Manson. 4 Arriving δὺ the 
1998 MTV Awards in 8 backless σικῆς that 
was comprised of 8 G-string under 8 sheer, 
black, beaded slip, 
Sample roles: Played Courtney in 
Janbresker [1989]; Debbie in Deu! in the 
Flesh (1998); Lisa in Phantoms (1998); 
‘Tatum Riley in Scream (1998); Denise in Bio- 
Dome {1996}; Amy in Doom Generation 
(1895); and Nora in Encino Man (1992) 
Love life: Currently engaged to Manson. She 
‘announced their plans to wed while doing 8 
promotional spot for Jawbreaker on the 
Howard Stem Show in February 1899. She 


above McGowan 
tthows of "The 
Drnes at the 1998 
ΜΙΝ Awards; 

δα Sauha In Ready 
‘To Rumble 


told Stenn that Manson proposed while she 
was In the bathtub surrounded by candies, 
The two are reportedly working on movi 
together called Holy Wood. + Also dated 
‘actor Ryan Philippe brief in 1988. 


h Art (she pain 
(she provides vocals for the 
‘Posthuman’ on Manson's 1998 CO. 


Mechanical Animals}; Lionel Richie (don 
‘ack}; movies (she says she and Manson are 
‘movie addicts who get excited when ficks ike 
My Bodyguard and Just One of the 
‘come on TV} 


wore it 
will confess that | 


dress after walking up the red carpet...those 
itde strands in the back would have give 
me griddle butt if fd sat down.” — Maxim, 


March 1998 


JULIA ROBERTS 


No. nn EF 


when she was four and her 
father ded of canc 


oles. At one point, she was 
turned down for 8 

op All My Children. 
1988, she had ἃ quest spot 


fim debut in 


ther E 
them 


ble roles: Played 
1999}: Maggie in 


jes in My Best Fria 
Darby in The Pelican Br 


in Hook (1991); Vaan 


1990); Rachel in Flat 


wourte Motion Picture Actress 
nominated for “Best Perfarmance by 
ress in @ Motion Picture” at this year's 
for Notting Hil: named one of 
reriguing People of 1899" by 
jople; was No. 48 on Entertainment 
Weeki/s “The 100 Greatest Entertainers: 
1950-2000" 
What she likes: Κα 


ing. baking, throwing 
τ parties, goodooking men, shopping, 
On an amusing encounter \ 
\was δὲ the movies with my mar 

to the bathroom, and someone 1 


ha fan: Ἵ 
‘and had gone 
a rather loud 
voice said, (Gt in stall num. 
ber one, were you in Mystic 
Pizza? (Laughs) | stopped 
peeing and | said, ‘Yeah,’ and 
thet was kind of that. 
~ About.com, May 1999 


bar), So, instead of watching the 
‘match on the Kittle boob tube in your 
living room, 


jou can join hundreds 
of teri Ὁ fans for a 


communal, writhing wrestling fest 


‘and watch the pumped pageantry 
play out on the big sc 
ὁ gotta be 


ha crowd 
24-year-old Chris Datil, 
king through a red and block 
pad mask just ike the one worn 


by his wrestling hero, Kane, Ἵ you 
ream by yourself, no one's going 
‘scream back with you, You need 


me encouragement.” His friend 


ΠΣ Anthony Intemicola, also 24, tries 


‘movies, A capacity crow 


sus Toronto, They jeer 
arrogant Kurt Angle 
the hero of the night 


usher or perturbed p 

em to keep it down, That's 
because this is no me 

Players/WWF live Pay 

jour (although the polite 

Canadian brand) is w 

five years, every WWF Pay 

match that you can arder at hame 


to explain why wresting ἐν 
hold on him, "Youve 


soap 
‘operas like Days of Our Lives 
those are for women, Wel, this io 
tke 8 male 


p oper, 
it seems tke a natural — this 
‘combination of big screens and big 
ae Ὁ to Cort 
De 

Wre 
Canada Inc, Ι΄ @ first. Until now, 


arco, president of World 
19 Fedaration Entertainer 


the theatres werent equipped to 
show Pay-per-view events, "So | went and cut 
2 deal with Famous Players and with Bell 


ExpreseV," De Marco says after stepping into 
the halhvay so that he can ὃ above the 
blare of the on-screen drama. "Bell Express 


the satelite dish 
weVve done. The whole world is watching what 
we're doing here in Canada, 


supp and this is what 


So far, 17 Famous Players theatres have 
been equipped to carry the satelite feed, But 
De Marco says that the response (sellouts 
across the country) means they wil likely ad 


mare theatres to the pragram, For this fir 
‘ound of WWE events, tickets cost 15 
bucks, half of what it would cost if you 
ordered it at home, (0 

many people as you can cram into your ting 
oom can enjoy the match for that price — 
bbut not on 8 big screen and not with hun 
dreds of other fans.) However, De Marco 


famous 14 ap 


WWF fans leave the couch to 
join fellow fans at the theatre 


$15 is just a “test price" that wil 


Ὁ has sat ringside fora lv 


"8 way more comfort 


‘Anthony Inernicaa points 
buddy, Crs Dope et 
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‘yinva ‘and Tullo search for 
orado, the ity of Gold 


Canadian Don Paul talks about 
directing DreamWorks’ latest creation, 
The Road to El Dorado 


algary native Don Paul ha 
12 acre compound with Hallan architecture, fountains, tt, 
lots of greenery and sun, Those are the kinds of perks you 
{get when you work at DreamWorks headquarters, which are 
based in Glendale, California, 

Paul hasnt lived in Canada since 1979, when Disney snatched him 

Up after seeing the films he made at the Albetta College of Art. Things 
went well there (he worked on Lite Mermaid, Aladdin and Pocahontas), 
but in 1994, he decided it would be even more fun to join DreamWorks, 
the then-new studio founded by Steven Spielberg, Jeffrey Katzenbe 
and David Geffen. “it was a really tough decision,” the 43-year-old says, 
came down to staying at Disney and working on fms like Hercules, oF 
coming here and working on films like Prince of Egypt. And just thought, 
This ἐς ἃ once ina lifetime opportunity to build a studio from the ground 
Up and at the same time work on really challenging features, 

He served as visual effects supervisor on Prince of Egypt (1998), and 
now he’s one of three ditectors (the others are Bibo Bergeron and Will 
Finn) on their latest creation, The Road to EI Dorado, a buddy/adventure 
flick about Tulio (voice of Kevin Kline) and Miguel (voice of Kenneth 
Branagh), a couple of Spanish conmen who get a hold of a map leading 
to the New World's mythic City of Gold, When they artive in Εἰ Dorado 
they're hailed as gods — a mistake they use to their advantage until, 


Just arrived at work — a 


famaus 18 


eventually, they discover what's 
really important. "They go there 
looking for gold and then discov- 
er thal the true wealth in El 
Dorado is the people,” says Paul 
Although the movie is very 
loosely based on Spanish legend 
and touches on historical figures 
like Cortez, Paul says it was real 
ly inspired by the Bob Hope/Bing 
Crosby road pictures of the 
1940s, “That's why we called it 
Road to El Dorado, 

Lush, glittering jungles and 
sun-baked Spanish villas and 
town squares dominate the look 
fof the film. But for Paul, the best 
thing about ΕἸ Dorado isn't a visu: 

al Image or a special 
elect — i's the 
dynamic between the 
two main characters. 
‘Kenneth Branagh Is 
pretty amazing and 
Kevin Kline adlibs 
beautifully, The energy 
and dialogue between, 
them is very unique, 

ἊΝ Paul 
says they were alming. 
for a fun, light come 
ἀν. Yet, light as they 
are, animated. fea: 
tures often end up 


being lightning rods for accusations of racism. For example, some were 
unhappy that the conniving kyenas in The Lion King were all voiced by 
actors of colour, while others fet that Aladdin was full of stereotyped 
portrayals of Arabs. But despite the cultural backdrop of ΕἸ Dorado, Paul 
isn't concerned and doesn't think there will be any complaints. "We try 
nol lo censor oF edit ourselves during the creative process,” he says. “lt 
᾿ς something we keep in mind, but it dominates the project then it will 
‘most likely effect the purity of your at 

As for why an animated film would need three directors, Paul 
explains that the projects are just that big and complicated. “Every 
frame is designed and viewed, and we look at every scene through 
every step of the process, | don't know if, physically, ne person could 
do it." He describes his role as a combination between a live-action 
director and a stage director, You deal with voice talent and weiters, but 
you also have to bring those voices to life with the animators and work 
‘with the art director on colour choices and cinematography 

But all the hard work on ΕἸ Dorado was worth it, as Paul got to work 
one-on-one with big-name celebrities Ike Kline and Branagh — and 
with Elton John, who provides the film's music along with lyricist Tim 
Rice and composer Hans Zimmer. Infact, a brush with Elton may have 
been the highpoint of Paul's ΕἸ Dorado experience. "He came in for 
some meetings and we were going aver the score, ! was sitting next to 
him at the conference table and he was running through the songs 
going, “like this one and this one,’ and then he started singing along 
Fight there. And it was lke, ‘Oh God, this is great. I'm sitting next to 
Elton John and he's singing! I love this. What a lif,’ I was jazzed by that 
for weeks.” —Marni Weise 
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exclusive|interview 


PLANET 
GREENWOO 


First there was The Sweet Hereafter, 
then Double Jeopardy. Now it’s Rules 
of Engagement and Here on Earth — 
and soon there'll be 73 Days, his real 
breakout role. Yes, Canada’s Bruce 
Greenwood is becoming a player 


By Neil Morton 
e 


UUs eight in the morning in West LA 
Greenwood's home. Over the phone. 
struction crew in there drilling a something. But as the 
\Wide-awake Greenwood explains over the noise, it's just his cap- 
puccino maker. A week ago, he was making worldly decisions as 
John F. Kennedy in 13 Days, an upcoming fim about the 1962 Cuban 
Missile Crisis. But his bigge 
extraordinary cap for Susan Devlin, his wife ve created 
these expectations, and now they must be fultlled ys, as he 
shuts down the contraption, and heads to the be iver the 
prize cup, 

He should be content to have some chillout time (he's got pl 
painting to do around the house) after having just wrapped 13 De 

was one ofthe great experiences of my professional life, 

he says of playing JFK — but he’s not relaxed. “Nothit 
Goose egg, Zero,” he says, when asked about upcoming 
projects. “I hate that. If | had a job starting two months 
from now, Γα relax. 
He needn't worry. At 43, Greenwood is no piece of 
deadwood. This month alone, the Canadian actor has 

two movies coming out. in Here on Earth he plays 

the protective father of a daughter with a 
llIness (Leelee Sobieski, Ee 


νά all ἐς not quiet in Bruce 
sounds like he has a con: 


‘concem right now is how to make an 


ty of 


(S > 

— hw 

a S 

Pan minal 

And in Rules of E 

Lee Jones and Samuel L Jackson, he's a power 

ful, and slightly corrupt, government 
Indeed, this is not the same 


‘as Sherif Eart LA. i 
Cavanaugh in thor 
Here in Earth embroidered” resume 


ἵν 


Included Sylvester Stall 
fan films, 1994's 


e's Rambo: First Blood — "nobody knew | was 
ww, that resume would also include two Atom 
and 1997's Oscar-nominated The Sweet 


ardy (with Jones and Ashley Judd) 
and his starring role as JFK in 13 Days, which co-stars Kevin Costner 
plays Secretary of State Kenneth O'Donnell, 

arks a new high point in Greenwood's career, it was 
his portrayal of Billy Ansell in The Sweet Hereafter, a movie about a bus 
crash that takes away a town’s children, that fist turned Hollywood 
heads. “That was a real watershed for me.” he explains. Ἵ started to be 
consi ey saw an authenticity in me that had somehow 

Which isn't to say it's a cakewalk now. "Studio 
re a different animal — trying to get in those is like winning ἃ 


τί began for Bruce Greenwood in Noranda, Quebec, on August 12, 
1986, but he didn’t stay there long. His family (he has two younger 

st of the time trailing after their geologist father, Hugh 
New Jersey, where Dad was doing his graduate studies; 


to Washington, D.C, to Maryland; to Vancouver (where the 15-year-old 
high-schooler first met Devlin); and even to Switzerland, where Bru 
had aspirations of becoming a pro skier before a bum knee told him No 
‘Way. "That was before arthroscopic surgery existed. Otherwise, Id prob- 
ably be teaching at Whistler now or something,” he jokes. 

He tried his hand at philosophy and economics at the University of 
British Columbia (where his dad was a geology professor), but then 
‘came a drama class, " took it for fun, for an easy credit. | got into a play 
and my other studies completely disintegrated, so I quit school and 
started working professionally 

He also joined Heirbourne, ἃ Top 40 coverband that toured B.C, towns in 
‘an Econoline bus, "I was the lead singer — unfortunately forthe audience 
‘To this day, he has continued to plug away at music, having collaborated 
\with Canadian folk singer Norman Foote on many children’s songs. Infact, 
Greenwood, who has ἃ rudimentary music studio in his house, had a song 
called "Two Foot of Butt Crack" in 1994's Dumb and Dumber. But, as he 
acknowledges, "Im an actor who sings, 'm not a singer: 


ΤΠ μα zat, orenood plays ἃ παίοντι she na fettous 
Massachusetts town who will do anything to keep his daughter 

Samantha (Sobieski), out of trouble. She is falling in love with Kelley 
(klein), a wealthy kid from a neighbouring prep school, but also finds out 
she's dying of cancer, "t's basically Terms of Endearment for teenagers,” 
Greenwood says of the flm, which was shot last summer in. Welsh, 

Minnesota, Ἵν was beautiful there,” he says of the town, "W's like the 
area around St Jacob's (a picturesque community near Toronto). Lite 
gorgeous rolling hills, church on every hilltop." The only cloud was 
those polyester slacks he had to wear as shetiff, "They were so uncom 

fortable, So tight. And this was summer-time, 

In his other new film, Rules of Engagement, directed by Willam 
Friedkin (The Exorcist, The Guardian), Greenwood has a peripheral but 
key role as William Sokal, ἃ National Security advisor dealing with the 
fallout after a marine, Col. Terry Childers Jackson), orders his troops to 
fire on a hostile gathering outside an embassy in the Middle East 
Childers is eventually hung out to dry by his own country (including. 
Sokal) and it's up to Col, Hayes Hodges (Jones), whom Childers saved in 
‘Vietnam, to defend him at trial, “He took tremendous professional and 
politcal risks to do what is appropriate for the country." Greenwood 
says of his character, adding, "but | don’t think what anybody does in 
this movie can be necessarily supported morally." 

‘The strangest day on set must have been when he was called back in 
after shooting had wrapped — producers decided some loose ends need: 
fed tying — to do a scene with Ben Kingsley (Schindler's List, Gandhi, 
\who plays Ambassador Mourain. Ἵ was still shooting 13 Days, and when 
walked on set, I did the whole JFK thing for half a minute before | real 
‘zed, Wrong Body. Then, during the second take when Kingsley delivered 
his dialogue, instead of 
doing my lines, just stood 
there staring at him. So 
the director goes, ‘God, 
‘what are you doing?’ And 
without thinking, 1 just 
went, “i's Ben Kingsley, 
‘man. it's Ben Kingsley.” 

If Greenwood was in 
awe of Kingsley, then 13 
Days (slated for ἃ fall 
release), about the inner 
circle at the White House 
during the 1962 standoff 
between the US. and 


oe Sobieski in a 


Bruce Greenwood and Ls 
‘dramatic scene in Here on Earth 


Soviet Union aver Cuba, must have been really intimidating, what with 
‘working 80 closely with Costner — who was also a producer on the 
movie. "There wasn'ta shred of big-star bs, with him,” Greenwood says, 
"He was very approachable, and took real pains to explode that invisi 
ble but tangible window between big star and regular working actors,” 

Greenwood, who for his ist audition learned Kennedy's Northeastem 
accent by pulling sound files off the web, says it was great when his par- 
tents came down from their home on British Columbia's Gulf Island to 
Visit the set, "They saw the White House — it was in ἃ warehouse in 
Glendale, California, They saw me dressed as the president. Plus, the 
caterer happened to have lobster and Chateaubriand that day, and this 
sound guy goes, ‘I's a good day for the parents, they get lobster and 
Chateaubriand and their son is the president. 

‘So now that Bruce Greenwood Is on the cusp of greatness in 
‘Tinseltown, does this mean his cappuccino maker is constantly churn 
ing for the celebs who drop by? “Yeah, i's areal revolving door of mega: 
‘wat stars,” he says, then pauses and yells, “Bruce, we said lke 9:30-ish, 


so why don't you f-- off" t's Willis out there, Gawd, he just really gets 
‘under my skin. He's always dropping over 
Point taken, @ 


NO. 1 FAN 
‘One of the more exhaustive fan sites on the web is "The Bruce 
‘Greenwood Homepage” (www. greenwood.simplenet.com). Here, 
webmaster Pamala McKay, ἃ youth services librarian based 
in Hercules, California, talks about hor fascination with 
Groonwood — who has checked out the site and! thinks it's neat, 


(ON WHY BRUCE GREENWOOD | ne he Was ἃ fine actor but 
Exotica altered my opinion completely, That was when he became 
extraordinary, Plus, he's obviously vary good looking, 80 that's αὶ 
factor, | started doing research on him when Iwas a librarian ab 
the NY Publc Library fon the Performing Arts. 

(ON THE WEBSITE I: bogan after he was on Nowhere Man {a 
1995.96 critically acclaimed, but shortived, TV show), which had 
‘8 huge online folowing, There wore nbout 50 NM sites back then, 
bt none on Buca himsel: We now get sbour 250 hits ἃ day, 
wll as many emails — they range from fons, to people wha wane 
to contact him wth scripts, to ol friends who re tying to get in 
‘auch. | can hop ther al, but | guess they think | can, 

OW WHAT HER COWORKERS THINK My Naw York colleagues 
wera much mare excited and encouraging about the site, My cur: 
rent ones are interested, although Im careful not to seem too 
‘obsessed. But theyre more aware of Bruce than they used to be. 
ON HOW SHE GETS HER INFO Several people keep me con- 
stant informed. One person even joined a Kevin Costner maiing 
list ta stay on top of 13 Days news, There's also a Canadian 
Ibrarian who comes un with tons of nfo, 

ON HIS UPCOMING FILMS. 13 Days could be his blagest 
break, Ihave no doubt hell be superb — his accents are amaz- 
ingly accurate and he's also great with body language and into- 
‘ation, so | know hell capture Kennedy perfect, Aules of 
Engagement is 8 meaty part: fr him, but in ἃ personal way fm 
‘more interested in Here on Earth — 85 the fethen of @ dying 
cid, know hell be wonderfully touching and suspect there!l be 
‘more of Bruce himself in the part. 

PARTING LINE tis sort of strange how people end up doing 
these things, isnt it? But Bruce is definitely worth it, 
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He's the man behind the compelling sex, 
lies, and videotape, the outta sight Out of 
Sight and now Julia Roberts’ new drama, 

Erin Brockovich. Meet Baton Rouge-bred 

director Steven Soderbergh 


By Neil Morton 


sk filmmaker Steven Soderbergh to name someone 
Who inspired him and you wont get a big-name 
answer like Steven Spielberg, Robert Altman or Martin 
Scorsese. Instead, the director of Julia Roberts’ nev 
«drama, Erin Brockovich, will take you back t 
LA. days in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, the place where 
he began making films in his early teens. “His name was Michael 
McCallum,” Soderbergh recalls. “He taught film at LSU [Soderbergh’s 
father was a dean there). When 1 was in high school, 1 sort of 
glommed on to him and his students, He was a documentarian, and 
‘was basically my mentor for five or six years. When | got out of 
school, | worked for him. He taught me ἃ lot — about standards 
quality, and having your work maintain a certain aspect of integrity 
Those standards have been evident in Soderbergh’s work since 
his first film —a low-budget movie ($1 million) called sex 
deotape that the then 25-year-old director made in 1988 in Baton 
Rouge. Starring James Spader and Andie McDow wie 


he 


femous 21 


(which Soderbergh also wrote) raked it 
million at the box office, won the 1989 Palme 
d'Or at Cannes, and was credited with putting 
Robert Rediford's Sundance Festival on the map 


after its January 1989 showing there. A New 
York Times review gushed, "He directs the cam: 
era as if it were the most natural storytelling 


device in the world 

The same year that Soderbergh filmed sex, 
lies, and videotape, an unknown actress named 
rts had one of her first big-screen 
he utterly forgettable chick band fic, 
tion, In terms of name recognition, 
Soderbergh has since been far eclipsed by the woman who plays 
Erin Brockovich in his latest film, but he’s never stopped making. 
quality πὶ movies like the black-and-white mystery-sus- 


Julia Ro 


with Jeremy Irons; the depression era King 
wir of ΑΕ. Hotchner; 1995's dark 
er; and Gray's Anatomy 


eye disease 
fous caper Out of 


about dramatist Spalding ς 
Soderbergh’s first big studio film was the hila 


Sight (1998), which brought him back into the public eye (remem: 
ber the George Clooney/Jennifer Lopez trunk scene?) and won The 

tional Society of Film Critics’ awards for Best Director, Best 
Picture and Best Screenplay. Last year, his crime drama The Limey 


1d Peter Fonda) it theatres, and while 
ibergh for his inge- 


(co-starring Terence Stamp ἃ 
it was no box office smash, critics praised Sod 
me and action. 


πεῖν in weaving 


Jow everyone is talking about his latest big studio picture, Erin 
Brockovich. Okay, maybe most of the buzz has been generated by 
the fact that Roberts made $20 mil for her role — the first time a 
woman has cracked that barrier — but Soderbergh fans are also 
anxious to see what sort of performance he was able to coax out of 
the glam star. The 37-year-old director thinks they'l be impressed: 
She was att top of her game. I just think she was ready 
to have this experience,” he says over the phone from New York. 


She was a total pro on set," he adds, “Extremely easy to work with, 
positive, on time, prepared. She knew everyone's name, and 
didnt distance herself from anything in the production even if it didn’t 


For Roberts, who has worked with 
Woody Allen’ and Neil Jordan, her 


involve her. She was just a dream 
the likes of Spielberg, Altman, 
Soderbergh experience may have been the pinnacle, “Steven gives me 
snse of security and confidence — love that he runs the cam 
and is so aware of the precision of our composition and the way 
things look inside the lens,” the Georgia-bred star has said of her fel 
low Southemer. “He is a constant source of amazement to me. I think 
ed more about filmmaking and have seen itt its very best 
im work here 


Thavele 
watching 


That filmmaking involved capturing the amazing true story 
of Erin Brockovich, a woman with no formal education who 
took a huge public utlties company to court and won. Co- 
starring Albert Finney, Aaron Eckhart, Peter Coyote and Cherry 
Jones, it follows the sexy, brash, divorced mother of three as 
she gets a low-level job at the law firm Masry & Vititoe, and 
then, instead of just fling, digs up evidence against PG&E 
Which contaminated water in the small desert town of Hinkley, 
California — causing devastating illnesses, Not only does Erin, 
help convince more than 600 townsfolk to become plaintils, 
(PG&E employed much of the town), but with the help of 
lawyer Ed Masty (Finney) she ends up winning a $333 million 
direct action lawsuit against them, the largest amount ever 
paid out in such a case, Soderbergh paid homage to the gutsy 
‘woman by giving her a small part in the movie. “She plays this 

waitress {her nametag says Julia) in the diner 
Where Julia is, And the real Ed is in the same 
scene right behind Julia's shoulder — he's in the 
next booth, 

Soderbergh says Roberts “absolutely cap: 
tured Erin’s energy and spirit,” and that his gor 
ye0us starlet wasn’t too beautiful for the part 
Erin herself fs striking," he says, “If you showed 
Up to a premiere with her on your arm, people 
Would definitely ask you who she was; 

To make the $52 million movie as authentic 
‘as possible, Soderbergh met with Erin (as well 
as other key players) at length; read up on the 
‘case; dressed Julia in the mini-mini-skints, high 
heels and plunging tops that Erin wears in re 
life; used ἃ documentary style for an 
‘unadorned’ feel; and shot many Scenes In the 
actual town of Hinkley in California's Mojave 
Desert. In fact, for a key town hall meeting 
scene in which the townspeople are urged 10 
Join the fight, about 40 out of 150 of the extras 
Were plaintiffs from the real-life case. It was a very charged 
atmosphere," Soderbergh recalls, "A lot of them dropped 
Tight back into the sensation they felt the day the meeting 
actually took place. 


ith Erin Brockovich complete, Soderbergh has moved on 
to two new projects. This month, he is scheduled to stat 
shooting ΤΩΝ, about a US, drug czar who discovers his 
teenage daughter is an addict, Then in January 2001, he'll 
start on a loase remake of the 1960 Rat Pack classic Oceans 
71, about 11 guys who get together to rob casinos. The new 
veision willbe set in present day, and, at pres, was slated to 
star hunky Brad Pitt and possibly Julia Roberts again, which 
‘would delight Soderbergh: "She's ἃ movie stat who also hap 
pens to be a great actress, and that's not always the case,” he aug ast 
says, "Believe me, she's as good as anybody I've ever seen. ws 
Working with actors lke Julia Roberts, Brad Pitt and George AMAR 

Clooney and producing quality films ike Out of Sight and Erin 
Brockovich. One has to believe that his meniot, the late 
Michael McCaltim, would most certainly be proud of hs for 

δὼ 


mer apprentice, "He taught me that there was a certain way 10 
do things, and that you have to make things that you believein ἡ 
and that you can defend,” Soderbergh says, With or without τς. 
those stars, Steven Soderbergh wouldn't have to defend his 


‘work to McCallum or anyone. @ 
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famous trivia 


‘Which star of 28 Days was voted "Most Likely to 
Brighten Up Your Day" by her high school class? 


ich pop superstar “discovered” Electra while 
was fronting @ rap group in L.A., and then 


Bad girl Carmen Electra appears in the upcoming 
2] Keenan Ivory Wayans flick, Scary Movie, But 
jgned her to his label, Paisley Park? 


‘Actress Lisa Bonet makes a comeback in the new 
‘comedy High Fidelity, But. she became famous for 
the character she played on The Cosby Show and 
‘on the spin-off, A Ditfenant World. What was the 
character's name? 


‘Tho brother/sister acting duo John and Joan 
Cusack also appear in High Fidolity — the eighth 
film they have done together. In which one did 
thy co-star with Molly Ringwald? 


MeConaughey, star of Us577, not dated? Sandra 


Which of tho following actresses hos Matthow 
Bullock, Drew Barrymore or Ashley Jud? 


In what. 1994 comedy did sha make her big: 


Supermodel Claudia Schiffer playa Grata in the 
6 cnilaly acclaimed drama Black and Whiea, But 
screen abut as an aorobics Instructor? 


jnger/songwriter responsible for much of 
the music in the new animated feature The Road 
to ΕἸ Dorado was born Reginald Kenneth Dwight: 
What name do we know him by? 


wor wow [8 s¥eRe MLZ 
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‘geting attention 


Is director Mary Harron nuts for bringing 
the controversial novel American Psycho to 
the screen? According to her, there are darn 
good reasons for doing this film 


By Mark Magee 


le 
flick is, to say the very least, ἃ not to 
tence of God. But for Canadian-born writer/director Mary Hatton, 
the news that Leo was being offered 520 million to play Wall Street nut 
‘ease Patrick Bateman in her adaptation of Bret Easton Elis’ 1991 novel 
Amer nothing short of sacrilege, Claiming DiCaprio sim: 
ply was part, Hatron refused to even meet with him — ἃ 
ecision that led to h he boot from the project ato 
But when DiCaprio eventually passed, Harron — along with her orig 
nal choice for the lead, British actor Christian Bale — were invited back to 
ntroversial novel in years to the screen, Hatron, dauigh 


average film director, being told that a fresh-ofl-the-MHanic 


portion, 


fring taking the lead role in your next 


maki 


bring the most ὃ 
ler of light-hearted Canadian comedian/broadcaster Don Hatron (aka 
Charlie Farquharson), made het mark as ἃ punk-rock jours 
lmentarian in the UK., and then in the flm world with her directorial 
debut 1 Shot Andy Warhol ( an edgy and crtically-acclaimead 
lito the world of hangers-on that surrounded the pop artis. 
Now comes American Psycho, which is set during the 
ofthe late eighties, Co-starring Bale, Willem Dafoe 
and Chloe Sevigny, i tells the story of a yuppie 


onomic boom 
Reese Witherspox 
getter driven by 


need to appear at New York's “right” restaurants, consume high-priced 
ter homeless bums The 


Knows. 


name-brand products, and slau; nd hookers 

satirical point 

is that Baten a 

ing more than a slightly twisted reflection of everyday life in Reagan's 
hungry, every-man-for-himself America 


as anyone who lived thr 
ns world of greed, consumer 


igh the eighties \ 
pods and amoraliy is noth: 


famous 24 opr 2000 


Sutton (lft) with Bale and Gara 


Seymour in the “controversial” scene 


‘Rather than a realistic character, Bateman is kind of a 
compendium of the most extreme tendencies of the late 
eighties wrapped up in one psychotic package,” Harron 
says from her New York home. "He takes the culture's 
obsessions to the nth degree. Whereas Bateman’s friends 
despise the poor, he kills them, 

But make no mistake about it 
Bateman isa “psychotic package, 
ries out throughout the book are decidedly sick, a conclu 
sion Harron herself agrees with,..o ἃ point. “We thought 
the violence was a really brillant satire on alpha male 
behaviour, but it was too over the top for me — it would 
have just been too gruesome in a movie. The violence in 
the book is very cartoony and there probably would have 
been ἃ way to do it like that, but it really wouldn't have 
been my style, | wanted to keep it more in the tradition of 
scary movies, where you're working more on dread than 
(on horror, More like Hitchcock, more building up of fear 

Yet, even after Hatron moved much of the violence off 

mplied, the US, ratings board 


satirical device of not, 
The violent acts he car 


sereen into the realm ofthe 
thveatened to slap it with the dreaded NC-17 rating — a 
pitfall avoided after a scene involvin 
between Bale and two prostitutes was 
‘audiences, The ironic part? The scene 
{graphic in ts depiction of sex. The inherent contradiction 
in slapping a movie about a violently psychotic killer on 
the wrist for showing too much flesh was apparently lost 
fon its would-be censors, 

Toronto actress Krista ayed one of those 
‘wo prostitutes, was startled to see a headline in one of 
Canada’s major newspapers that blared *Father Rushe 
to Actress" Ald in Sundance Sex Controver 
film's January debut atthe Sundance film fest 
And was It true? "No, he was coming to ski 
‘who thinks the whole thing has be 
‘think maybe people are reacting to the 


cut for American 


utton, who p 


after the 
alin Uta 
says Sulton 


blown out of pr 
ene because it 


aling up stuff in themselves 
Harton’s decision to shy away from slasher-style violence 
for a creepier movie, but also allow 

labeled just ἃ brainles 

American Psycho critique 
satirical observations are just as, Ifnot more so, Important today 
now it has come back to Ithe eighties} 
‘market's so booming at the moment, i's actually much more like the late 
eighties than when I started working on the script four years ago. Now, 
even though i's internet millionaires rather than stack brokers, there's 
this great emphasis on making money and aspiration, 


not only 
the flm to avoid being 
exercise in exploitative gore. Indeed, while 
a specific bygone era, Harton believes the film's 

think 
stock 


he says, "Because the 


Its observations like these 
along with her Canadian bith 

that makes Harron the perfect 
ehoice to helm what wil likely be 
the most anti-American film of 
the year. "1 definitely have an out 
sider's view of America,” notes 
Harton, “which is actually why 1 
think the film will probably: do 
better and be much better under 
ood in Canada and Europe. i's 
a very critical view of Ameri 


Mark Me μι 


star of TV's 
Freaks and Geeks, 
shows he has 


to star on the big 
screen 


‘ames Franco, the star of the crit: 
ically acclaimed TV series Froaks 
‘and Gooks, makes his feature film 
dobut with a starring role in this 
month's romantic teen comedy 
Whatever it Takes, The 21-year: 
fold native of Palo Alto, California, plays 
Chris, a popular jack who comes to the aid 
‘of social outcast, Just two years ago, he 
{quit UCLA to enroll in acting school, and had 
to work at a McDonald's in the Valley just to 
pay the bills. Here, Franco talks to Famous 
‘about that job, his colabrity sweetheart and 
the new movie 


reworked version of Cyrano de Berg 
419th century Edmond Rostand play that also 
inspired Steve Martin's Roxanne), There's no 
long nose — the Cyrano character's deficien 
yi thot he's socially inept, so he employs me 
p him seduce the girl of his dreams 
use I'm the hot guy on campus. But my 
character is also in love with his friend, so is 
sort of ke 8 switcheroo. The Cyrano play is 
‘more about pride and having flair in the face 
of everything, and our movie is more about 
Just coming to grips with yourself, 
What's the strangest thing th 
mn Well, there were many strange 
things [starts to giggle) but | guess the 
strangest was that | fll in love with my co-star 
Marta (The Practice's Marla Sokoloff, who 
plays his on-screen love interest). | guess the 
‘whole movie Im just trying to seduce her, ond 
it just sort of flowed over. It was very hard to 
put a read on her, but finaly one day we just 
realized we had these feelings for each other. 
Now i's been seven months, 


She's gr lent she? | 
wish I cauld see it more, but she doesn’ let 
‘me watch it, But we make up for it by watch 
ing each episode of my show [Freaks and 


Gooks| three or four times. {Laughs.) 


vat were you doing a's? The 
very high end of it — the drive-through, fe was 
{quite an experience, | have a journal full of 


stories, | worked the late shift — fram about 
nine ta twa in the morning — when you got 
‘an array of drunks and partyers. And | prac: 
tice accents, so Id be doing an Italian accent 
‘and the girls would say, 'You know, I'm learn: 
ing Italian — how about you give me some 
lessons? (Loughs.] One time | was doing ἃ 
Britigh accent an this guy that came through. 
I told him | Was. an actor fram London. And 
he said, ‘Oh really, Im a casting director with 
NNYPO Blue’ So 1 had the dilemma right 
there: Do | tall him? it was going so wel, | 
‘thought | was going to get 8 part, and as 
soon as | cut the accent he freaks aut and 
says, ὍΝ, | gotta go. 


inst break? Well, | gat out 
‘of McDonald's by booking @ commercial for 
Pizza Hut. It paid more in one day than two 


‘months at McDonald's. From that point, | did 
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little spots on TV shows, then a pilot, thot 
was like That 70s Show called 1979. lt 
tanked, but the casting director — Alison 
Jones — also cast: Freaks and Geeks, and 
remembered me. 

en did you first start acting? | always 
wanted to act but | was very shy. Then, my 
senior year at high school, my giifriend was 
in this one-act play this guy wrote especialy 
for him and her where theyre in love and 
theyre making out on stage. | asked her not 
to do it and she did it anyway, 80 to get back 
δὲ her | joined the drama department and 
ssid, ‘im going to do plays too,’ Maybe if it 
wasn't for her, | wouldn't be in this. 

hat: kind of roles do you like? Individuals 
wha, for whatever reason, are fighting 
against the mass. People who have this 
innate fire — maybe they don't even know 
Why they're doing i, but are just fighting for 
this artistic goa 


hen are you the happiest? When Tm 80 
bbusy that | can't even sieep. —Marni Weisz 
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QUEEN OF HEARTS 


Actress Bonnie Hunt directs her first movie, 
Return to Me, a romantic comedy that has to do with a heart 
transplant. Gauging from those who got a sneak 
peek, this one will warm your heart 


By Marni Weisz has a secret. One year ago she had a heart 


ὁ here's the premise: A husband and 
wife are madly in love, One fateful 
night, they have a car 
dies. Flash forward one year. The 
widower decides to go on a blind 


lory of MGM. Perhaps that's because 
o-wrote and directed Return 
that the heart that 10 Me laimed actress/comedian Bonnie 
for this new man was sharp and realistic sense of 
humour is always there to reign in this unde 
op? Like _nlably romantic story 
u should 


and now discovers ugh a 


Listen, 1 was shocked bj 
absolutely shocked,” Hunt says 


ym her L.A, 
home, where she lives with her husband, 
nvestment banker John Murphy, whom she 


after much urging from a friend. Th 


herself met on a blind date, “! wrote the movie 
ly for my family so they'd be proud 
od laugh out of it, Then to 


idience emb been a 

the fist test-scre 

tive told Hunt if they seo 
good sign, They 

that first score 


as no fluke 
ler where w New Jerse 

οἵ winter, the Valley in LA., it ah 
od in the 90s,” Hunt says 


5 some honestly teary moments, 
Duchovny’s wrenching turn as a shocked and 


grieving widower allows him to explore 
is most famous character, The X 


appre 
nl Hun 


ence that she's never 
her fear of being treated like 
Decause of her heart condition, There 
also delightful appearances by Joely 
abs wite 
I O'Connor (All inthe 
ἡ as Gr father, who runs the 
lian restaurant that provides the set 
much of 
gh the 


Elizabeth, and 


of those actors had to go 


ors of the audition process, "| 
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δὲ really cute with Da 
As for Duchovny, 


Nib 1 turned out really well and Hunt remem: 
bered that when it came time for casting 


side fr difecting the film, 

Hunt Grace's protective and 
wise friend, Megan. Ws a 
humor ‘as most of Hunt’s are, which 


considering she started per 


her hometown of 
That's where she fis 


hair transplant 
In 1988, Hunt made the jump from Second 
City to the big sereen as the t¢ 


ral par of het 
When the Oscar no 


husband laugh 

nne, but it was fu 
pen. 

Me was her fist kick at directing 


(0 pretend that maybe it 


directing herself, Ἵ nev 


behind the 
jonitor and then 
fas easier than havir 
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>> From the film's opening shot, i's clear that this is going to be a movie 
about fate. The camera hovers high above Chicago, then slowly 
descends through a labyrinth of skyscrapers until it finds one particular 
construction site and one particular architect — Bob Rueland. Then, 
after his wife's death, Bob has several chance encounters with Grace, 
leading to the conclusion that they were meant to be together. So does 
Hunt really believe in fate, or did she just tse it as a device to tell a 
magical story? 

“believe it. believe that a Jot of times we don't know what's hap- 
pening when the chess pieces are being moved,” she says. “We don't 
know fate until after it's happened. fee! is always when you decide that 
you're going to be okay no matter what happens that good things come 
io you, And! think that's when David {as Bob finally picks himself up and 
brushes himself off and thinks, ΤΊ, go on this date even though 1 don’. 
‘want to’ that fate intervenes and he meets Grace.” 

‘And maybe that fateful story isn’t so far-fetched afterall. These things 
do happen, and Hunt would be the fist fo attest to that. Before she was 
‘an actress, comedian, writer or director, Bonnie Hunt was a nurse for five 
‘years, Only she almost wasnt. When she was an 18-year-old nursing stu 
ent in Chicago, her father died suddenly of a heart attack. She was dev- 
astated, Thinking she was only in nursing school to make him happy. she 
wanted to quit. But her mom convinced her to stick tout for one more 
‘Week. Ἴ went back to school that Monday and I was assigned ἃ patient, 
Mr. O’Brien, and t remember thinking, ‘Oh, here 1 go. my dad's gone and 
‘now I've got this patient who has cancer." Hunt says. “I would meet him 
every morning and get him ready for breakfast, and he would talk about 
how lucky he was to have cancer because he could say goodbye to his 
family. And he talked very often of a man who was one of his best friends 
from work, who was a family man, and who had died very suddenly and 
didn’t have a chance to say goodbye. And by the third day we realized 
that he was talking about my father.~ 

‘Alter that, Bonnie couldn’ leave Mr. O’Brien, She was his nurse until 
he died three months later. She went on to finish school and become ἃ 
full-ledged nurse.“ was one ofthe best things that ever happened to me 
because 1 was meant to be a nurse," she says. “It was a very important 
part of my lf.” Over the next few years, it was her patients — people 
Who were often her age and didn’t have much time left — who inspired 
her to put aside her fears and take a shot at becoming an actress. And, 
despite not having practised for years, she says she still fets like a nurse 
“A's just a different form of nursing — to write and make people laugh 
and feel good in their heart.” @ 


WHAT THE STARS SAY ABOUT RETURN TO ME 


David Duch 
The script of Ret 

πῈ tainted with the kind of cynicism 
thing else these days. ft earns i 
‘and honesty — with integrity. I ust read it and ime 
δά to do it, knowing that Bonnie would be the best director for 
her own δι 


ween Bob and Gr 
fence, but in the spirit of 


want them to be 
fulfil their 
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Travolta, De Niro 
and Cruise to star in films out 
late spring and early summer 


Titan A. E. (animated) 
‘Stars: voices of Matt. Damon, Drew Barrymore, Bil Pullman 
Directors: Don Bluth, Gary Goldman 

‘Story: After Earth is ravished by an alien attack, a teenager (Damon) uses 
‘a map given to him by his father to find a mysterious “Earthship" called The 
Tean, a vessel which may save mankind from an eternity of lving os 
‘nomads and refugees 


‘The Adventures of Rocky and Bullwinkle 
‘Stars: Robert De Niro, Jsson Alexander, Rene Russo 
Director: Des McAnuff 

‘Stary: In this cartoon/live-action feature based on the animated TV series, 
vilsins Bors (Alexander) and Natasha (Russo) escape from ja, find 8 way 
ῷ transform themselves from pen and ink to flesh end blood, and hatch ἃὲ 
‘plan to take over the world with the help of The Fearless Leader (De Niro). 
Focky and Bullwinkle (stil just cartoon characters) have to save the day 


The Patriot 
te Stars: Mel σῦκον, Heoth Ledger 
fa rector Ron Ener 
Story: Aer havng fought in the French/Indan cone, 
Berjorin Martin (Gbson]renounces wer and decides not to on 
the troops during the American Revlon, That i, un the 


‘Stare: Ὁ.Β. Sweeney, Jonna Merguies, Joan Plowright 
Directors: Eric Leighton, Ralph Zondg 

‘Story: The buzz is thot the animation inthis feature wil bo unike anything 
youve seen before — the dinosaurs, for example, are rumoured to be 
‘even more realstc than those in Jurassic Park Al this comes ot pica: 
“The budge moy exceed Teani¢s $200 millon price ta, The sary by the wo} 
‘evoves around an erphoned dinosaur raised by lemurs (Sweeney), who lead 
δα trende to safety δὲ δ got asteroid haods for Earth 


Battlefield Earth 
‘Stars: John Travota, Forest Whitaker, Barry Pepper 
Director: Roger Christian 

‘Story: Based on the book by L. Ron Hubbard, Battlefield Earth takes place 
Jn the year 3000, when our planet is ite more than an empty waste: 
land, The few remaining humans ere scattered in remote vilages, while 
vicious “Paychlo" aliens pillage the planet for ts mineral resources. 
‘Travoka plays the vilainous Tes), a Psychio securty guard, while Pepper 
Js Jonnie Goodboy Tyler, our hero who dares to leave his vilage in search 
οἱ ἃ better ite 


Mission Impossible 2 
‘Stars: Tom Cruise, Ving Rhames 

Director: John Woo 

‘Story: A deadly vis has been stolen, so Ethen Hunt (Cruise) must lead 9 
‘mission το track i down. Sounds simple enough, but one by one, his team 
‘members are getting kiled off. Hunt hes to find the perpetrators —a jour 
‘ney that takes him from the busting streets of Madrid to the busy harbour 
οἱ Sydney — before he becomes their next victim. 
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A SALAD TO DIE FOR 


Sean Penn dines at Halifax restaurant 
while in town shooting a murder mystery 


‘Sean Penn in The Game 


from the traditional salad, but it's one that 


Sean Penn would disagree — δὲ least when 
it comes to the spinach salad at The Press 
Gong restaurent in Halifax, which isnt your 
typical spinach sled, 

"think people's interest is twigged when 
they salad," says 
Jennifer Halpin, Press Gang's general manager. 
e's an elegant spinach salad and averything in 
αὶ is good.” (That 
belo mushrooms, arugula, 
gar, bacon, 
‘course, spinach.) 

Penn (The Game, Dead Man Walking 
‘Sweet and Lowdown) was in the Halifax area 
shooting The Weight of Water, ἃ mavie about 
8 newspaper photographer researching a ser 
ational 19th-century axe murder, when he 
4 The Press Gang 


its @ warm sf 


everything” includes por 
radicchio, minced 
parmaggiano cheese and, of 


But he's not the only celebrity τὸ frequent 
the upscale eatery, Halpin says the movie bust 
ness has mushroomed in Halifax over the past 
‘couple of years. in recent: manths, The Press 
Gang has served the likes of Glenn Close, Saul 
Rubinek, Genevieve Bujold and Beau Bridges, 

While shooting Weight of Water, Penn ate 
δὲ the restaurant at least half ἃ dozen times — 
sometimes with co-star Elizabeth Hurley 
(Austin Powers), and sometimes with wife 
Robin WrightPenn (The Princess Bride) and 
their two young chide, Each time, he started 
with the spinach salad and often corwinced his 
fellow diners to do the same. Once, he evan 
had the salad delivered to his hotel suite. 

Martin Keyelar, the restaurant's executive 
chet, says i's tricky dish to prepare, but the 
kay is to do everything at the proper time and 
inthe proper amounts, 

‘Basically what you do fa put the olive oll on 
the burner, and the bacon and mushrooms on 
δὲ the same time, and then you brown the 
‘garic wth the mushrooms and the bacon unt 
‘everything is crispy,” he says, "You pick i up off 
the bunner and splash on the balsamic vinegar: 
In the meantime, you should have already 
prepared spinach, radicchio, arugula, ἃ pinch 
of Salt, δ pinch of pepper and a litle bit of 
(rated parmaggiano parmesan cheese, 

He says peaple often make the mistake of 
‘adding too much balsamic vinager. “You just 
splash it,” he says. Too much vinegar changes. 
‘the taste and cools the salad, which is meant 
to be served warm, 

Keyzlar who studied at the Culinary Institute 
in the Czech Republic, says the salad must be 
served as soon as the warm miture is tossed 
with the greens, It can't be reheated, so 
leftovers should be thrown away. 

Wight of Water, directed by Kathryn 
Bigelow (Strange Daye), was actualy shooting 
in East Dover, just outside of Halifax, but Halpin 
says most of the restaurants in thet region 
fare "Mom and Pop" places that serve pretty 
standard fare. So when the celebs found The 
Press Gang, they made it @ regular hangout 

There was siways 8 question when they 
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sme in as to how secluded they wantad to 
bbe," Halpin says, “Elzabeth Hurley didnt really 
wane to be right out in the open, They were 
looking for ἃ litle bc of privacy, but they were 
very easy going. The restaurant has three 
smaller dining rooms and they went into the 
smallest one, 

Halpin adds thet Penn would also come in 
lone just to sit atthe bar and toss back a few 
drinks, Maybe he just needed a quiet place to 
ponder his next spinach salad. — Marni Weise 


For reservations, call 902.429.8816, 


WHAT YOU NEED 
TO SERVE FOUR 


Method: Place spi 
ug in bow. 
auté bacon, mushrooms and garlic in 


olive of. When garlic 


balsamic vinegar and mix gant. Pou 


Sprinkle in parmaggiano, add sale and 


pepper ta taste. Serve immediately 
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CROWE ιν αριυμ pole, oa 
SPIELBERG tries sci+i magnetar 


Plum τὸ be directed by 


odie Foster (Lite Man 
AND SELLS Tota) Crowe, who. 
good pols with Foster, 
FURNITURE will play @ circus freak 
‘who has ἃ mejor crush 
on a penniless waif 
(Claire Danes) and helps 
her become famous. The fim, which 
Foster picked over Henniba, will be 
- shot in’ eer fall to accommadete 
It looks tke Edward Norton (Fight Qlub. Primal Fear] wil star opposite Robert De Niro in The | | Crowe's schedule, He is already 
Score, sbout 8 master the (Oe Niro] who decides to retre on his plentiful savings, but is | | booked to star wih Meg Ryan in δ 
coerced by an up-and-coming burglar (Norton) into doing one last heist. Frank Oz (in and Que) | | movie based on “Adventures in the 
‘wil direct, and Merlon Brando may co-star as De Niro’ fence. Norton will get $6.5 milion | | Ransom Trade,” a Vanity Fair article 
for the roie, which wes originally supposed to be played by Ben Affleck. De Niro wal reported: 
ly rake in 8 whopping $15 mi. Shooting is schedbled to start this month in Montreal 


Hot young actor Wes Bentley is being considered for a ead role in the next Mich 
Bay {The Rock) project — an untiied and expensive (Disney is sheling out about $135, 
πεῖ Teaniotke love story set in the Peart Harbor period, The Arkonsos native Bentley, 
‘who shone in Amencan Beauty, would play one of two Tennessee-bred fighter pilot pals 
7 who fall for the same nurse (& could be Charlize Theron) around the time of the 
play ὃ cop in the "PreCrimes” dvision. December 7, 1941 Japanese attack on the U.S. naval base. Shooting is scheduled 
Based on a story by Philp K. Dick ( to start this month for a Memonsl Day 2001 release. 
‘Runner\ and sees Cruise's brother convicted == 

‘of being about to commit @ murder (ah, the 

wonders of technology). This project, or any 


Before Keanu Reeves (Speed) does two Metrix sequels 
ths fall, he wil reportedly play an expo star turned 
New Jersey furniture sales- 


Spike Jonze (Being John Malkovich) is try 
Ing to bring a strange F. Scott Fitzgerald 
short story to the big screen. The 80. 
year-old Jonze (his real name is Adam 
Spiegel], could direct Benjamin Button, 
based on Fitzgerald's “The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button," about an old man who 
‘ages backward. Jonze, who has directed killer videos for the Beastie Boys 
(‘Sabotage’] and Fat Boy Sim ("Praise You’, also made his acting debut 
last year in Three Kings. 


BRIEFLY 


+ Matz LeBtanc (Friends) has signed on to the hares Angas fick — he wil pay the love interest of 8 curvaceous mehr payed by 
Lucy Lis (Aly Mea), + Edie Murphy (The Nucty Professor Doctor Dole) may do another remake, this time wth The inedible String 
‘Man. He's also doing 8 sequel to Doctor Doll, which coud pay hem $20 mi. + John Travolta is considering Travel Agent, 3 timetravel 
thle about 8 man Who travels back n time to stap an assassnation. + Joel Schumacher. who brought us the 1987 vampire fick The 
Lost Boys (starring Jason Patric), may directa feral verson ofthe fim, The Lose Gris Could this be ancther franchise? 


psychological thriler The 
GAR. which costars Cate Blanchett, Greg Kinnear and, 
possi, Hilary Swank, who was nominated for an Oscar 
for her role in Boys Dont Cry 
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out this month 


Artist: Violent Femmes 


Femi Kuti is doing what his legendary Title: Freak Magnet 
father couldn't do: Bring the seductive Afrobeat Label: Beyond /EMt 


to North American shores ert otrergreee 
Title: Supergrass 


By Matthew MoKinnon Label: Parlophone /EMI 


Artist: Jann Arden 
Title: Biood Red Chey 
self Label: Universal 


‘ela Anikulapo Kuti the fat 
[the fusion of 


Nigeria what Bob Marley is to Jamaica 


2 Artist: The Headstones 


col, Fala wes None by the under , Αι For Your Nightmares 
Fela died of AIDS-related complication marily for their work with the “Great White ‘Artist: No Doubt 

4997, but Ns spire ves on in sineers’ of the. pop Title: Return Of Saturn 

the form of hi ὦ San write Label: Interscope /Universal 

based Femi Kut, With the yrthia Joyce hes called 


re e, Keith Artist: Chumbawamba 


Shoki Shok ond Petar Got Title: Wy 
Canada, the 36-ye provides 
vlan bre 
fand exhaling δὲ once ε a Univer 
2 verge of doing wha h a Ρ 
dit: Hiting Mambazo were featured Artist: Tracy Bonham, 


Title: Down Hi 
Label: Island/Universal 


Artist: Joni Mitchell 


Femi is up for δ unique the right plece δ ht Title: Both Sides Now 
role 85 the man who may bridge African and re And aboret ῥ Label: Warner Brothers 
‘American pop and raise awareness in a al. have reise ie, ἃ remah “ 

‘munity acy ilkinform a.” seen ὁ wil break ange here because Artist: Pantera 


Title: Reinventing The Steel 
Label: Elektra /Warner 


says Vivien Goldman, who γος 
Femi ‘Amer 
behind Europe [Femi's 
Beng Beng,’ topped 


Artist: Lou Reed 


charts last year} as fa Title: Ecstasy 
world musi Label: Warner Brothe 


Artist: Cypress Hill 
Title: Skull and Bone 
Label: Columbia 


Wonder Wonder had 8 workdwid 


Moto 
iabel 


wn but got lost in th 
African division fol 


Artist: Pink Floyd 
Title: is There Anybody Out 
There/The Wall Live 1980-81 
Label: Columbia 


Femi Kuti performs at The Spectrum in Artist: lee Cube 
Montreal on March 26, The Phoenix in Title: War and Peace: Volume 2 
Toronto on March 28, and Richards on Label: Priority 

Richards in Vancouver on April 8. 


Look for 
great offers inside 
each video from 


Now you have one mone) chance) 
fo collect all 57. Pokemon toys: 
and peta eoupon for $2 off 
Pokemone The First Movie 
HoWion|video, With every 


FREE Waseey/ 
GAME GARD 
INSIDE 
EVERY VIDEO 


GIA | swatetiz. ite ) | to... 
SANDRA BULLOCK 


pefore she, 
gota life. 


- 
ge tT 
a 


& 


swatch 
el Al u 


COMING IN APRIL 


fo: 28 DAYS CONTEST, Famous magazine, 1314 Britannia Road East, Mississauga, Ontario, L4W 108 


WE HAVE MORE COPIES OF MORE 
NEW RELEASES AND THEY'RE κα 


DVD 101 


It's all the rage right now, but is DVD really all that? 
Here’s a primer on what you should know ey pavio pusk 


ouldnt be pirated, (The studios are stil very 
possibilty of 
ΠΣ 


having 
their shed 


τὸ matching this 
ὁ 371 percent last year 


tronic Marketers of 
almost half @ milion 
year, compared with 
1899, and 27,000 in 


‘THE ABYSS: 
SPECIAL EDITION 


FAMOUS 
RECOMMENDS 


c They range in 
price from 10 to SO bucks, depending on 
ἃ number of variables — for example, spe 
cialty foreign titles can be pricey. But on 
faverage, theyre about $25 to $30, 


7 With several 
electronics manufacturers on at: least their 
third series of players, the costs have start, 
fed to come down considerably — which is 
‘one reason sales are picking up. They now 
range from $200 (at discount: retalers) to 
$2,500 (at no-discounthare netalers), For 
those who cant afford to go too high, SOO 
loonies wil get you a quality player 


There are 
‘more than 5,000 mavie titles available, and 
that number will continue to increase steady, 


ἊΣ ll electronics and major department 
stores, Discs can also be found in video and 
‘music stores, and on the internet at OVD sites 
ke didempire.com and dvdresource.com, as 
wall as places like Amazon.com, 


For almost three years now, DVD-ROM 


BEST LAID PLANS 
The OVD for thi 


drives have been available in home comput 
fs and provide options that aren’ available 
through conventional OVD players, Ties 
like The Matrix and Ronin offer fans of the 
VD format: computer applications — chal 
lenging games, additional movie info, worth 
while internet: links — through their DVD- 
ROM copabiities, While DVD-ROM drives 
will work with your current CO-ROM titles, 
DVD-ROM discs aren't compatible with CD: 
ROM drive 


Probably DVD-Audio 5 
expected to be introduced in North America 
sometime this year, and will be able to play 
regular CDs, But whereas CDs work on only 
two channels, DVD-Audio discs have the 
capacity to handle five channels of sound, 
offering better quality audio with a wider 
range of sound, Eventually, when prices 
‘come down, well probably see recordable 
VO players take off a8 well, Also, laok for 
DVD players fram campanies such as 
Toshiba and Samsung to start to come 
equipped with internet access. In fact 
Samsung has said thet users will be able to 
‘access the net fram their players as early as 


this year 


TAXI DRIVER: 
COLLECTORS EDMON 
This Martin 

classic (stair 

De Niro an 

Foster), ἢ 

tally remastered and 
OF doc 


bos and fimographies: 


galery; and even pard sequence, This 
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Nope, Ἱ dont: think VHS has @ 
thing to worry about for 8 long time to 
‘come," says Brian Lang, marketing manager 
for television end OVO with Panasonic 
Canada, Recordable DVD players, and OVD 
discs, have yet to hit the North American 
‘marketplace (they are available in Japan), 
‘and when they do (ikely early in 2001, but 
possibly later this year), they will be too 
pensive for most consumers, Lang says — 
possibly as much as $5,000, And blank 
discs will go for around 880, much mo 
than a VHS tape, 


DVD on the web 


www. com 
www. com 
www, com 
www, com 
www. com 
www. com 
www com 
www com 
www, .com 


TOMORROW 
NEVER DIES: 
SPECIAL EDTION 
director Flager 

the evolution of th information 


Slaves on Screen: Film and 
Historical Visi 
($18, Random House) 
‘While working as 8 consultant on the Paris set 
of The Feturn of Martin Guerre (1982), histo 
rian Natalie Zeon Davis had an epiphany 
‘When dene right, afm set can provide a play: 
(ground on which we can ὍΥ out the past. 
Now this Torantanian, who has taught st both 
Princeton and Berkeley, has 
‘written @ book about the 
8 and cons of captunng 
history on film. The οὲ 


message? 5 possi 
10 really good fi and 
history — the imagin 


guided by the evidence, 
rather than the imaginat 


working in a misleading wary 
‘against: the evidence,” she 
says. She picked a theme 


ry — and ἔν moves 

SE — Spertacus{1960), Bun 
(1989), The Last Supper (1976). 
(1997) and Beloved (1898) — ond set out 
examine just how well they did in terms of 
both “getting it right” and entertainment 
value, The resut is a 


dissection of those five fl with 
riptions of scenes, plot and 
‘And how do those ‘films look 


under the historian's microscope? “The ἵν 
that are the most consistently valuable his 
torically are The Last Supper and Βε 

she says. Beloved? Oprah 
Beloved that was roundh 


panned by critics 


‘and 8 box office dud? “k's 8 conscious fic 
tionalizing of @ story,” Zemon Davis says, 


but for Its kind of story it’s 
endowed with cultural accuracy. 


We Want Some Too 
by Hal Niedzvieck 
(818, Penguin) 
Hal Niedzviecki has everything going 
he won the 1999 Alexander Ross Award 
for Canada's best new magazine journals, 
‘and has 8 monthly column in the Netional 
Post. Plus, he seems ike ὃ happy enough guy 
— he's constantly giggling. So where does 
the 28year-old get off writing We Wa 
‘Some Too, a book about his disenfranchised 
(generation and the general malaise that 
m? That's justi, he says. No mat 
ter how well this generation does, its suc 
cess will always be tempered by seltinficted 
comparisons to pop culture icons. Take his 


ple going t 


a sitcom? No, Is & 
actually going to 


That book is 
-aing essays ab 
ke markeung nthe coun 


dont think there's 


Which 


ie Did | Tell? 


($39, Random House) 
Abso 1 
Darkness {1996}, Mov 


1990), and ΑἹ the President's Men (1976), 


‘Michael 
_ red with 
Goldman woud become anecdotes in his 
book. But between the pages of Which Lie 


_o past 
15 movies. For 


en Goldman gets 
. ‘some of today's finest 


y for 


out this mont! 


Burt Lancaster: An American Life 
Author: Kate Buford 
Now that Lancaster is gone, Buford 
becomes the first to write about him 
with the cooperation of his widow, close 
d colleagues. The story follows 
idol as he leaves Depression 
τὰ Harlem, joins the circus, then lands 
in Hollywood. 


Get Happy: The Life of Judy Garland 
Author: Gerald Clarke 
Clarke did more than 500 interviews in 
the 10 years it took him to write and 
reseurch this book. The result is 8 
thorough documentation of the starlot’s 
fe (rom her childhood stage perfor 
mances through her struggle to find a 
niche ot MGM. 


Ravelstein 

‘Author: Saul Bellow 

From the Pulitzer and Nobel prize win 
hor comes this new novel about 

Abe Ravelstein, a brillant professor at Ὁ 

prominent Midwestern university 


By My Side 
Authors: Mary Jo Eustace and 
Johanna Weinstein 


Eustace, star of TV's What's for Dinner 
and Weinstein, ἃ “food stylist”, deliver 
an exciting collection of tantalizing side 
dishes in thie attractive book of recipes. 


The Ultimate Sleepover Party Book 
Author: Debra Mostow Zakarin 

Aimed at young girls, this book is packed 
‘with ideas to make their sleepover partie 
the talk of the neighbourhood. From cool 
invitations to funky party themes to 
groovy games, the advice is invaluable for 
‘anyone who likes to entertain in their Pu 


Simpsons Comics A-Go-Go 
Author: Matt Groening 

In this latest book based on the 
animated TV-shaw, Professor Frink 
manages to create an alternate universe 
in which Marge is Mayor and Homer is 
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PHYLLIS 
DILLER 


makes her picks and talks about life at 82 


hhylis Der, the ground-breaking comedienne and star of such films as Splendor 
inthe Grass, The Sunshine Boys and A Bug's Life, is stil delighting ive audiences 
‘across the continent — and loving every minute of it. Before a recent show, the 

woman who puts the fright in frightwig talked to Famous about her five favourite films, 

Performing lve, upcoming projects and who should play her in the story of her fe 


Love Affair 


τε A Star Is Born. Imagine see 


more info _ 
on Diller’s picks 


{all available on video) 


LOVE AFFAIR (1 
‘Sears: Warr Annette Bening, Katherine 


Dinector 
Story: Ε 


Director: Ὁ 


Story 


YOU CANT TAKE IT 
Sears: Lion 


Director 
Story: / 


on|video| 


Insider, Sixth Sense and Phantom Menace 
among month's best video fare 


The Sixth Sense (March 28) 

Stars: Bruce Wills, Haley Joel Osment 
Director: M. Night Shyamalan 

Story: Osment plays 8 lite boy who sees 
(ghosts, Too young to understand his terrify 
ing visions (they aren't Casper), he decides to 
‘confide in Or. Malcolm Crowe (Wills). The 
result: A happy boy, 8 surprise ending, an 
scar nomination for Osment and a best pic 
nomination for the movie 


Crazy in Alabama 
(Morch 28) 

Stars: Melanie Geitfth 
David Morse 

Director: Antonio 
Banderas 

Story: In summer 1985, 
‘an Alaboma housewife 
(played by Griffen) es: 
capes the clutches of her 
abusive husband and sets 
‘ut for Hollywood to pur 
sue her dreams of TV 
stardom, This fim marks 
the directorial debut of 
Griffith's hunky actor. 
husband, 


Geittien 


Free Enterprise (March 28) 

Stars: Willam Shatner, Enc McCormack 
Director: Robert Meyer Burnett 

Story: Two Star Trek fanatics have their 
whole belief system thrown into cisarray 
when they meet Wiliam Shatner and find aut 
he's ἃ schmuck who's trying to promate 8 
musical about Julius Caesar in which he wil 
play all the parts 


Star Wars: Episode 1 

The Phantom Menace (Apri 4) 

Stars: Liam Neeson, Ewan McGregor 
Natalie Partman, Jake Lioys 

Director: George Lucas 

Story: Phantom Menace takes place one ger- 
eration before Luke Skywalker met Princess 
Leia. Their father, Darth Vader. is stil just @ 
‘sweet litle boy (Lloyd) whose future is unde- 
termined, McGregor plays 8 young Ob-Wan 
Kenobi and Neeson his Jedi mentor. QuiGon 
Jinn, All of them must. protect young Queen 
‘Amidala (Portman) who is, herself, trying to 
‘protect her homewor'd of Naboo. 


For Love of the Game (April 4) 
Stars: Kevin Costner, Kelly Preston 
Director: Sam Ram: 

Story: Pitcher Billy Chapel (Costner) hes 
been the heart of the Detrott Tigers for two 
decades, but then his grifriend tells him 
she's leaving and he finds out he's going to be 
traded. Instead of pouting, he goes out and 
throws 8 perfect game with a gimpy arm — 
all the while reminiscing about his stellar 
career and rocky relationship. 


The Messenger: The Story 
of Joan of Arc (April 4) 

Stars: Mile Jovovich, John Makovich 
Director: Luc Besson 

Story: n 19th century France, 8 young peas 
ant pet thinks she hears the voice of God 
taling her to come tothe eid of her king and 
defeat the Engiah forces invading her cour 
try Is she just heenng thangs? 


‘Superstar (April 11) 
Stars: Molly Shannon, Hartand Wits, 
Director: Bruce McCulloch 

Story: In this SNL spinott, social outcast 
Mary Katherine Gallagher pursues her dream 
οἱ 8) becoming 8 superstar; and δ) French 
kissing the hero of the football taam. Drector 
MeCulloch is best-known as one of the wacky 
Kids in the Hatt 


The Insider (Apri 11) 

Stars: A Pacino, Russell Crowe 

Director: Michael Mann 

Story: This Oscar-nominated drama is based 
on the true tale of 60 Minutes producer 
Lowell Bergman (Pacino) and scientist Jeffrey 
Wigand (Crowe. who received an Oscar nor 


Ε 
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ination for best sctor). When the pair team 
Up to reveal cigarette secrets, they find the 
higher-ups at CBS aren’ wiling to take on the 
tobacco industry. 


Three to Tango (April 11) 

Stars: Neve Campbell, Matthew Perry, Dylon 
McDermat 

Director: Damon Sentostefono 

Story: Oscor Novek (Perry) is 8 young arch 
tect tying to impress his tycoon boss, 
Chories Newnan (McDermott). 80. when 
Newman mistakes the heterosexual Novak 
for homosexual end asks him to keep an oye 
on his mistress, Amy Post (Campbel), he's 
forced to play slong. Things get even more 
complicated when Novak realizes he's fang 
in love with Army. 


End of Days (Apri 18) 
‘Stare: Amaid Schwrzenegger Gabriel Byrne 
Robin Tunney 

Director: Peter Hyams 

Story: When the devi (Byrne) decides to 
‘come to earth in corporeal form and impreg- 
nate ὁ woman (Tunney) wth is demon seed 
the woman tums to δὴ excop (Ahnuld) for 
protection — no, not thet kind of protection 


Fight Club (April 25) 

‘Stare: Brad Piz, Edward Norton 

Director: David Fincher 

‘Story: Norton plays 8 disilusioned carmaker 
whose life changes when he meets a 
stranger (Pit) on 8 plane. He's then intro- 
duced to 8 secret worid where men find 
release from the tedium of their pointiess 
lives by beating each other senseless, Based 
(on the navel by Chuck Palahniuk 


Three Kings (April 11) 
Stars: George Clooney, Mark Wahlberg, ice 
Cube, Spike Jonze 

Director: David Ὁ. Russell 

Story: After the Gulf War, four American sak 
Gers in Iraq set out to find a cache of gold 
reportedly hidden by Saddam Hussein some 
where near ther desert base. Along the way 
they meet a dangerous challenge that wil 
change ther lives forever 
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STAR GAZING 


By Dan Liebman 


ARIES 

March 21-April 20 

Public places are where youll have fun early 
in the month (but don't make it the George 
Michael kind). The second and third weeks 
highlight your conservative side in fiscal 
matters, although spontanety is key in mat- 
ters of the heart. And take nate: An offbeat. 
work-related alliance could prove 8 winner: 
Relatives, especially your in-laws, may 
astound you with their generosity. 


TAURUS 

April 24-May 22 

‘The trick is to recognize, then tap into, 
financial opportunities sprinkled throughout 
the month, You are, after all, the money 
sign. Long-distance relationships continue 
to flourish. Look for ἃ hidden message in 
that letter or email that arrives from a mys- 
tery man or woman around the 21st. 


GEMINI 

‘May 23-June 24 

‘A Sagittarian or Leo could play 2 pivotal 
role in your romantic fe early this month, 
be it 86 partner, matchmaker, or conf- 
dant. It's 8 ripe time to enjoy golas and 
weekend jaunts. Wherever you are 
between the 12th and the 23rd, count on 
‘making 8 memorable splash, 


You're finally over your last love, and now 
it's time for 8 new commitment. Your pres- 
tige ranking shoots up around the 14th 
Renovating this month? Watch out for δ 
streak that sees you choosing bizarre 
‘colours and making zany acquisitions. 


LEO 

July 23-August 22 

Dramatic Leo enjoys success in the literary 
world — your prose sparkles. But there's ἃ 
big warning: Go for understatement, not 
‘melodrama. You also have a knack for 
bringing out the best in others, especially 
kids. If starting 8 new relationship, estab- 
lish an intellectual rapport first...then you 
‘can think about hopping into bed. 


VIRGO 

August 23-September 22 

‘Shared arrangements — financial or trav- 
εἰ — are good ideas as long as you focus 
‘on the details. A possessive friend may be 
‘getting 8 little cbsessed so be careful 
because those intrusive calls or emails are 
‘no April Fool's prank. Career activity starts 
ἴο sizzle by month's end. 


LIBRA 

‘September 23-October 22 

‘A modest. windfall could land in your lap 
during the first five days of the month. 
‘Your brainy side surfaces near the 10th — 
8 great time to sign up for 8 quiz show. In 
relationships, however, intellecwualizing 
‘can prove the kiss of death, Return to tra- 
ditional gender roles — if only briefly. 


‘SCORPIO 

‘October 23-November 81 

Relax. it's easy to be too demanding of 
those around you — everyone from your 
partner to your colleagues at work. Better 
ἴο focus on sharpening your own talents, 
‘such as puzzle-soling. Late April is an out 
‘standing time to begin a fitness regime. 50 
‘start pumping iron and skipping rope. 


Pollyannas and ruthless people populate 
your life this month. You think youre 
watching some weirdo double bil, but that 
colourful cast of characters is real. ΚῈ 8 
{good month to identity your strengths and 
ignore others’ weaknesses, the letter 
being the much greater challenge. 


CAPRICORN 

December 23-January 20 

Your career may Seem to be in jeopardy, 
‘but good things really are happening 
behind the scenes. Relationships need 8 
more honest review. A self-appointed role 
865 sleuth pays off when you solve 8 family 
mystery. Remember that pal who went out 
‘on ἃ limb for you? Come late month, it's 
payback time. 
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AQUARIUS 

January 24-February 19 

They call you an original and 8 humanitar- 
ian. Combine these qualities and you could 
be making an important. social contribu: 
‘on this month, Emotionally, you warm up 
around the 20th, when you join with a 
Libra or other air sign. A young person 
responds to your friendly demeanor by 
‘adopting you 8s ὃ mentor: 


PISCES 

February 20-March 20 

Secret manoewres add mystery to the 
frst 10 doys of Apri, including some inter- 
‘esting real estate transections, Then, after 
the 16th, imagination takes over: There's a 
prof-making angle here, too, 80 got out 
‘and do something — boot up your com- 
‘puter, sign up for tuba lessons, or dust off 
those red shoes and go dancing, 


APRIL BIRTHDAYS BY DATE 
‘at DetieReyolds πὰ lec Guess 
Det Maron Windoa Chsie Lat 


‘5th: Bette Davis 6th: Bly Dee Willams 
70h: Jackie Chan, 8th: Patricia Arquette 
‘3th: Dennis Quaid 10th: Max von Sydow 
11th: Joel Grey ‘12th: Andy Garcia 
“3th: Rick Schroder 14th: John Gielgud 
15th: Emma Thompson 16th: Ellen Barkin 
17th: William Holden 18th: Rick Moranis 


19th: Ashley Judd ἠ ἠ 2015: Jessica Lange 
2ist: Andie MacDowell 22nd: Jack Nicholson 
23rd: Sandra Dee ὀ24η: Barbra Streisand 
25th: Al Pacino 26th: Carol Bumett 
27th: Sheena Easton 28th: Ann-Margret 
‘29th: Daniel Day Lewis 30th: Cloris Leachman, 
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10 STARS 


MOURN THE PARTS THEY WANTED 


SARAH JESSICA PARKER "really want- 
ed Andie MacDowell's part in Four Weddings 
‘and ἃ Funeral (1994). | thought it was a rea 
ly great script, and | was disappointed when 
V didn't get it. Not anly did I not get it, | 
Wasnt even next in line, | think | was thied or 
fourth. When | saw the fim, though, 1 
thought Andie was dean. She's so beautiful to 
look at. | would have hired her, too.” 


KEVIN KLINE "When | saw John Malkovich 
in Dangerous Liaisons (1988), | have to admit 
| felt some envy about that part. | went right 
home from seeing it and called John 

‘and told him #0," 


KURT RUSSELL “Losing Bull Ourham 
(1988) was tough, {Wrker/ director] 
Ronnie Shelton and | both led that Me 
[of ἃ minovleague basebal player), so | 
wos surprised he did it wth somebody 
‘also, | wert to Europe on vacation, hav 
ing sid the script was great, and I came 
back to discover Kevin [Costner] was 
doing it. So | pulled a practical joke on 
Fon. | was working on another picture 
‘about 60 mies from where he was 
doing Bull Durham. | got. on the phone 
‘and pretended to be [production chief] 
Mike Medavoy. told him that the mowe 
was sh--, and Costner was not working 
Here's what welre going to do,’ | told 
him, ‘Kurt Russel's 60 miles north of 
YoU finishing his movie tonight. He wil be 
Ὧη the set Monday morning.’ There was 
‘a long pause until Ronnie realized who he 
was realy talking to, and then he said, 
"You son of a bitch!" 


ALI MACGRAW * really wanted to 
play Daisy Buchanan in The Great Gatsby 
(1974) and at the time, my husband, 
Robert Evans, was head of production 
at Paramount Pictures. But our mar- 
riage began to disintegrate and Iost the 
role to Mia Farrow. | did get to marry 
Stove McQueen, which more than made 
Up for it 
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BUT DIDN'T GET 


By Susan Granger 


ANNETTE BENING "lost the part of Cat 
Woman in Batman Retums (1882) because 
became pregnant. Of course, Id rather 
have 8 child than a role any day of the week, 
but Michelle Pfoiffer replaced me and had 
the biggest commercial success of her 


EWAN MCGREGOR ‘When | was cast as 
the young Obi Wan Kenobi, | realized the part 
| really wanted to play was Princess Loia, 
Stick some big pastries on my head, Now 
that would be interesting 


FRAN DRESCHER "My manager told me to 
take voce lessons to get of my nasal whine 
50 I went toa speciakst who said |had to speak 
very slowy and careful. | went up for the TV 
mminksares The Winds of War (1983), and the 
casting director told my agent, ‘She did great 
but she spoke very slowly and i's only an eight 
hour miniseries,’ I never got ny work with my 
new voice, 80 | went back to my old one,” 


TOM SELLECK “Steven Spielberg told me 
| was his first choice for Indiana Jones, but | 
was unable to got out of my Magnum Pi, tele: 

Vision commitment, 80 the part wert to 
Harrison Ford, 


RUSSELL CROWE "| would have 
loved to have played one of the drag 
queens in The Adventures of Priscila, 
Quoon of the Desert (1994), but when 
the director, Stephan Eliott, met mo, 1 
‘was bold — my head was shaved — and 
| was covered in tattoos for Aon 
Stomper (1992). He said he'd neve 
‘be to imagine me in women's clothing, 
| so wanted to play Shakespeare when 
|| was younger, but with the big onset of 
Shakespeare in the cinema in the last 
fow years, Ive lost interest, 


GLENN CLOSE Ἵ wanted desper 
ately to play the grisly Madame Merle 
‘opposite John Malkovich in Jane 
Campion’s Portraie of 8 Lady (1998), | 
met with Jane and | knew what she 
Was thinking. | said, "You think that, 
because | did Mertueil (in Dangerous 
Liaisons} with Malkovich that this 
would be the same.’ She admitted, 
‘Yes, that is what | am thinking,” But 
the characters are so different! It was 
8 wonderful part, but Barbara Hershey 
{got it, not me." 


left: A chipper Russell Crowe 
arrives at the Beverly Hills 
premiere of The Insider 
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Now appearing at BLOCKBUSTER 
DvD 


Your DVD Destination for renting and buying movies. 


DESTINATION 


Tight entertainment budget? 


Sure. 


But wouldn't you prefer to watch great new movies on the bi 


With a Bank of Montreal AIR MILI 
someone to the movies is easy. Every $20 in purchases on your 
Bank of Montreal AIR MILES MasterCard earns you 1 AIR MILES 


MasterCard” card, taking 


reward mile', Simply redeem 25 reward miles to get a 2-for-1 movie 


certificate, accepted at Famous Play nada’ 


Plus, when you are approved for your card, you will automatically 


there are plenty of nifty ways to amuse your date at home. 


screen? 


receive ἃ Bonus” of 100 reward miles - that's good for four 2-for-1 
movie certificates! And, with over 15 million locations worldwide 
accepting MasterCard, you'll see just how 
easy it is to collect reward miles. So get the 
card that’s more rewarding, more often and 


the shadow puppets at home. 


Apply on line @ www.bmo.com/mastercard 


